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UNCLAS TUNIS 3580 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, ENRG, TS, LY 

SUBJECT: CHATTY RETURNS FROM TRIPOLI, SAYS QADHAFI DESIRES 
IMPROVED RELATIONS WITH TUNISIA 

REF: TUNIS 3543, TUNIS 3475 

1 . TUNISIAN FOREIGN MINISTER HABIB CHATTY RETURNED TO TUNIS 
FRIDAY, MAY 20, ABOARD SPECIAL AIRCRAFT PROVIDED BY LIBYAN 
GOVERNMENT, AFTER FOUR DAYS IN TRIPOLI WHERE HE PARTICIPATED 
IN ISLAMIC FOREIGN MINISTERS CONFERENCE AND ALSO MET WITH COL. 
QADHAFI "A LITTLE AFTER NOON ON MAY 19." IN AIRPORT ARRIVAL 
STATEMENT CHATTY SAID HE REVIEWED WITH QADHAFI THE MAJOR PROB- 
LEMS BETWEEN LIBYA AND TUNISIA AND THAT HE "EXPRESSED TUNISIAN 
VIEW ABOUT THE DIFERENCES THAT CAN BE RESOLVED BY WORKING 
TOGETHER, FRANK DIALOGUE, AND NEGOTIATION ON SOUND BASES.” 

(SIC.) CHATTY CONTINUED BY SAYING 'COL. QADHAFI INDICATED HE 

IS FAVORABLE TO THIS POSITION AND HE CONFIRMED TO ME HIS DESIRE 
TO CONTINUE DIALOGUE AND REOPEN NEGOTIATIONS IN ORDER TO REACH 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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A SOLUTION AND PREPARE AN ATMOSPHERE CONDUCIVE TO COOPERATION." 
CHATTY CONCLUDED HIS REMARKS ON TUNISIAN-LIBYAN RELATIONS BY 
EXPRESSING HOPE THAT "THIS POLICY WILL BECOME EFFECTIVE IN THE 
COMING WEEKS." 

2. MOST OF CHATTY'S STATEMENT DEALT WITH ISSUES DISCUSSED 
DURING FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETING AND WITH HIS BILATERAL TALKS 
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WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER COUNTRIES PARTICIPATING IN CON- 
FERENCE. IN NONE OF PRESS REPORTS WAS SUBJECT OF CONTINENTAL 
SHELF DISPUTE SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED NOR WAS THERE ANY INDI- 
CATION HOW OR WHEN NEGOTIATIONS MIGHT BE RESUMED. PAPERS ALSO 
REPORTED CHATTY MET FOR 40 MINUTES WITH LIBYAN FORMIN TURAYKI 
ON FIRDAY MORNING DURING WHICH BILATERAL RELATIONS WERE DIS- 
CUSSED. 

3. IMMEDIATELY AFTER HIS ARRIVAL, CHATTY WENT TO PRESIDEN- 
TIAL RESIDENCE IN CARTHAGE TO BRIEF PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA. FOL- 
LOWING AUDIENCE, HE TOLD PRESS HE HAD INFORMED PRESIDENT ABOUT 
MEETING WITH QADHAFI "WHO WAS IN FAVOR OF A BETTER CLIMATE OF 
FRATERNAL RELATIONS BETWEEN TUNISIA AND LIBYA AND THE SETTLE- 
MENT OF THEIR PROBLEMS BY WORKING IN CONCERT AND ESTABLISHING A 
CLIMATE OF COOPERATION." PRESIDENTLWAS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN 
SATISFIED WITH EVOLUTION OF TUNISIAN-! .TRY AN RELATIONS, AND 
HOPEFUL THAT THE NEW MEASURES AGREED UPON WILL BE APPLIED AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

4. ALL PAPERS SATURDAY AND SUNDAY GAVE PROMINENT PLAY TO 
CHATTY'S REMARKS AND AS GOVERNMENT CONTROLLED "LA PRESSE" 

PUT IT, TO "QADHAFI'S BEING DISPOSED TO REOPEN NEGOTIATIONSMZ 
SEMI-INDEPENDENT ARABIC DAILY "AS SABAH" ON MAY 22 EDITORIA- 
LIZED ON DISCUSSIONS AS "THE FIST STEP", SAYING THAT ACHOUR 

AND CHATTY TRIPS WERE CAUSE FOR MUCH OPTIMISM FOR RESTORATION 
OF GOOD RELATIONS. EDITORIAL NOTED THAT JALLUD'S REMARKS IN 
ROME MAY 19 MIGHT HAVE "LIMITED THIS OPTIMISM," BUT SUGGESTED 
HIS STATEMENTS WERE DUE TO "LACK OF COORDINATION." 
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